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Navy’s Discharge Of Sailor Who Was Raped Shows The Damages Of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell - 
Lez Get Real - Bridgette P. LaVictoire (Commentary) 
Rape is traumatic no matter who it happens to. It is about power not sex, and far too often women are 
the victims of rape. Of course, not all victims of rape are women. When Seaman Jose Rodriguez was 
drugged and raped in June 2009 that information was never suppose to go any further than the 
medical staff who examined him. Instead, that information was leaked and his whole ship came to 
know about it.  
 

Fun Way DADT Helps Gay Soldiers: Getting Them Out of the Navy For Seeking Post-Rape 
Medical Treatment - Queerty (blog)  
Jose Rodriguez, a former Navy sailor who went missing for three days after being drugged and raped 
by a group of men after visiting a gay club in San Diego in June, says he was discharged under DADT 
only after his commander spread word around the ship of Rodriguez’s harrowing hotel room experience 
and the hospital treatment he sought afterward. The Navy says the loose-lipped officer has been 
"administratively punished," which could very well mean he had a piece of paper inserted in his 
personnel file, and nothing more.  
 
PREVIOUS 
 
Army has CID unit to investigate - Telegraph Neighbors 
We all watch TV, and many of the programs evolve around forensics, both military and civilian. One of 
my favorites is ―NCIS.‖ It is about criminal work performed by the Navy Criminal Investigation Service for 
crimes by or against Navy and Marine personnel…The CID is headquartered at Fort Belvoir, Va. CID is 
a worldwide network of highly trained special agents responsible for investigating felony-level crime, 
which includes murder, fraud, arson and sexual assault, to name a few. 
 
Assault by straight men a greater risk to military - Cape Cod Times – Opinion- Paul Schrader 
The United States should not delay one minute longer before eliminating the divisive policy of "Don't 
ask, don't tell." Every patriotic man or woman who is willing to serve our country and is prepared to 
make the ultimate sacrifice deserves our utmost gratitude and support.  All too frequently highly 
educated and gifted individuals have been discharged and, as a result, our nation has been placed at 
greater risk.   
 

MN Soldier Blames Sleeping Pill For Sex Assault – WCCO/CBS 
A Minnesota soldier blames a popular sleeping prescription for an alleged sexual assault that happened 
overseas.  Spc. Shawna Geisler spent a year in Iraq. For months, she took the generic version of 
Ambien to sleep. "The sirens are going off. We are getting rocketed. This guy is on top of me, on the 
floor and both of us have no clothes on," Geisler recalled about the night of the alleged assault. Geisler 
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said it was the sound of the sirens that snapped her back.  
 

Jury acquits man of rape: Woman said she was attacked at Fairchild ... - 
istockAnalyst.com (press release) 
Jun. 17--A former survival instructor smiled Wednesday as a Spokane jury read its decision to 
exonerate him of three counts of first-degree rape.  Michael W. Fassbender, 32, asked his attorney, 
Christian Phelps, if he was free to go and left with his friends and family.  Fassbender declined 
comment, but Phelps said, "The evidence wasn't there for a conviction. From the beginning, Mr. 
Fassbender denied these allegations and chose to go to trial despite the enormous penalties he would 
have received if convicted."   
 

Sentence too harsh, says sexual abuser | He disputes both his ... - The Register-
Guard 
Brandon Burge spent nearly seven months in the Lane County Jail with Jarrod Pardun, a man 
sentenced in May to 25 years in prison for murdering his neighbor in Creswell.  Burge didn’t kill 
anybody. But it appears at this point that he’ll spend more time behind bars than Pardun.  Burge’s 
crimes involved a series of sexual relationships with underage girls — felony acts that led a Lane 
County Circuit Court judge this week to sentence the 23-year-old Cottage Grove native to a 44-year 
prison term…Burge, who said he joined the Army National Guard in 2005 and would have been 
deployed to Iraq had he not been arrested, can’t quite wrap his mind around the fact that he’s facing 
more than four decades in prison. 
 

Get Out of Japan - The National Interest Online - Doug Bandow 
Candidate Barack Obama may have charmed foreign peoples, but President Barack Obama 
unashamedly cold shoulders foreign leaders he doesn’t like. One of them was Japanese Prime Minister 
Yukio Hatoyama, who sought to reduce the number of U.S. bases on the island of Okinawa. The 
Obama administration worked diligently to frustrate Hatoyama’s efforts, which helped force his 
resignation barely eight months into his term. It was an impressive performance in raw political power. 
  
Sexual Assault Increases Risk for Psychosis and Schizophrenia – PsychCentral.com 
Traumatic sexual incidents may precipitate mental health problems years after the assault. New 
research from the University of Ulster’s Psychological Research Institute suggests that sexual trauma 
can play a role in the development of psychotic disorders such as schizophrenia, even up to 10 years 
after the original event. 
 
New Center Open in Springfield to Assist Veterans – News-leader.com 
A new Springfield, Missouri, Veterans Center is anticipated to be a lifeline to readjusting after combat, a 
safe haven for a victim of sexual misconduct while in the service, or a coping tool for a family who lost 
their soldier. The center will serve a 24-county area in southwest Missouri.  The facility will provide 
counseling for issues ranging from marital problems to persistent dreams to post traumatic stress 
disorder.  
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